Want to do gigs in the States? (doc current as of April,05)

Steps to touring in the US legally as a Canadian artist/band:
1. You must petition the US immigration for work VISAS.  Of course, most people do not know how to do this, least of all have the credentials.  You have two choices:

a) Hire an immigration lawyer to petition on your behalf (which costs thousands of dollars)

b) Become a member of the musician’s union (the more economical choice, although yearly dues can be pricey in large cities and don’t forget that all band members must each be union members to proceed!)

2. You must secure a US agency or agent representative through which your US gigs will be booked: At this point, it is not possible to secure these legal work permits without representation in the US.  But don’t forget that your US label can book your shows, as can your US manager, or even your US friend willing to act in this role on your behalf.
3. Secure Your Dates in the US: You can apply for a temporary work visa (called a P2 VISA or an 1-94) for up to one year provided you have one gig booked and contracted for every 30-day period.  Many bands do not realize that advance booking can save them significant immigration and processing fees.  Applying for each tour can become expensive, not to mention the repetitive paperwork!
4. Once you have secured your dates, you must contact Corina Robidoux at AFM Canada and complete the application:  Corina will forward you the documents necessary for US touring.  There is an application for each member of the band and a checklist.  Her contact information is:

Corina Robidoux

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS

OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

75 The Donway West, Suite 1010

Toronto, Ontario  M3C 2E9

Tel: (416) 391-5161   Fax: (416) 391-5165

5. Along with the application, you must submit proof of your shows and the compensation that is being offered.  NOTE: You must be earning union scale fees, which are $150 for the band leader and $75 for each accompanist.  Here are your two options for submitting information about your shows:
Option #1) an ITINERARY for your upcoming shows but only if your agency is a recognized

                    agency through the American Federation of Musicians and utilizes union contracts
Option #2) copies of the CONTRACTS for your upcoming shows which have been signed by 

                    presenters or venues..  

6. Along with the application, you must submit a fee: Here are your two options:
Option #1)  $185 (fee to U.S.C.I.S.) and $20 to AFM: This fee is the standard fee and 

                    assumes the standard wait-time for your applications to be processed (see next section) 

Option #2)  $1000 Premium Processing (fee to U.S.C.I.S.) and $20 to AFM: This fee is

                    the expedite fee and will enable your application to be processed in priority

7. Processing Times: The standard processing time for this application is between 90 and 120 days.  There have been times when an application is completed sooner, but likewise there have been backlogs which have resulted in applications taking as much as 5 or 6 months to be processed.  In general, applying for a period of work within 3-4 months of the first confirmed US engagement is wise.  Investing in  “Premium Processing” can ensure your application is approved within 15 days of its receipt. 

Nearly Final Note:  These work permits are not “open work permits” and you cannot LEGALLY freelance in the US with them.  They are for the intended performances with the band or group on the application only. 

Final Note:  If you are also applying for crew members such as sound people or tour managers, this is an entirely separate application.  You need to pay the fees twice and do the paperwork twice in this case.  Sometimes hiring crew in the US is smarter and more cost effective!

